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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
WALTER E. GASKIN 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a great Georgian and a great 
American, MG Walter E. Gaskin, who is taking 
command of the 2nd Marine Division this 
week, in this, his 32nd year in the United 
States Marine Corps. 

Major General Gaskin was born and raised 
in Savannah, Georgia, and attended Savan-
nah State University on a Naval ROTC schol-
arship. He graduated in 1974 and was com-
missioned a 2nd Lieutenant. Upon completing 
training, he was assigned to the Second Ma-
rines. He served as a Rifle Platoon Com-
mander and Executive Officer of Company K 
and the 106 Recoilless Rifle Platoon Com-
mander for 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marines. 

The young Marine went on to be stationed 
in Okinawa and at Parris Island, before return-
ing home to Savannah to serve as the Marine 
Officer Instructor and recruiting officer for 
Naval ROTC at his alma mater. While in Geor-
gia, he also served as the assistant Officer 
Selection Officer at the Recruiting Station in 
Macon. 

In 1984, Gaskin joined the 1st Battalion, 2nd 
Marines where he served as an Operations 
Officer. From there he was selected to attend 
the U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
College. From 1987 until 1990, he served as 
an action officer at Marine Corps Head-
quarters and Marine Corps Combat Develop-
ment Command (MCCDC), in charge of Unit 
Environmental Training Programs, Jungle, 
Cold Weather, and Combined Arms Exercises. 
Next, Gaskin served as Head, Ground Forces 
Branch in Seoul, South Korea, then as an Op-
erations Officer for the 2nd Marine Expedi-
tionary Force during exercises in Norway. 

Gaskin then attended the U.S. Army War 
College and was subsequently assigned as 
the Executive Officer, 6th Marines, 2nd Marine 
Division. In 1995, he assumed command of 
2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines, and later he de-
ployed to the Mediterranean Sea as the Com-
manding Officer of Battalion Landing Team 
under the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit. 
There he participated in Operation Assured 
Response and Quick Response in Defense of 
American Embassies in Liberia and the Cen-
tral African Republic. In 1998, he returned to 
Camp Lejeune as Head of Expeditionary Op-
eration for the Second Expeditionary Unit. 

In January 1999, Major General Gaskin as-
sumed command of the 22nd Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit. In September of that year, he de-
ployed with them to the Mediterranean Sea as 
Landing Force Sixth Fleet. While there, the 
22nd participated in the Bright Star Exercises 
in Egypt and the Infinite Moonlight Exercises 
in Jordan. His unit also served as the Stra-
tegic Reserve for operations in Bosnia and 
Kosovo. 

In March 2000, he became the Com-
manding General, Training Command, Train-
ing and Education Command, MCCDC. Major 
General Gaskin then rose to Chief of Staff, 
Naval Striking and Support Forces Southern 
Europe and Deputy Commanding General, 
Fleet Marine Forces Europe, in Naples, Italy. 
He took command of Marine Corps Recruiting 
Command in September 2004. In October 
2005, he was promoted to the rank of Major 
General. 

His personal decorations include the De-
fense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit 
with Gold Star in lieu of 2nd award, Bronze 
Star with combat ‘‘V,’’ Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, 
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal 
with 2 Gold Stars in lieu of 3rd award, Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal and the 
Combat Action Ribbon. 

Mr. Speaker, Major General Gaskin is the 
highest ranking African American in the Ma-
rine Corps. He is an inspiration for young men 
and women, and I stand here to honor him 
today for his years of service to this Nation. 
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TRIBUTE TO JONATHAN A. SAIDEL 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor Jonathan A. Saidel, former Con-
troller for the City of Philadelphia. 

Jonathan Saidel served as Philadelphia’s 
City Controller for 16 years, winning reelection 
most recently in 2001 with 87.5 percent of the 
vote. As Controller, he has won local and na-
tional plaudits for reforming and professional-
izing the Controller’s office, his dedication to 
fiscal discipline, and proposing innovative 
ideas to grow Philadelphia. His 1999 book 
‘‘Philadelphia: A New Urban Direction’’ con-
tinues to be used as a textbook in college 
level urban studies courses. 

Jonathan Saidel has been called ‘‘a tax-
payer’s best friend’’ for his outspoken advo-
cacy of reducing Philadelphia’s crushing tax 
burden in order to spur economic development 
and stop the exodus of people and jobs from 
the city. His work with then Mayor Edward 
Rendell in the early 1990’s helped return 
Philadelphia from the brink of bankruptcy. His 
groundbreaking audits and proposed govern-
ment reforms have saved the taxpayers over 
500 million dollars since 1990. 

Jonathan Saidel is a great humanitarian in-
volved with political causes and organizations 
too numerous to mention, serving on the Spe-
cial Olympics, Boy Scouts, Salvation Army 
and the Variety Club. He is a Lecturer at the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Fels Center of 
Government and teaches Government Fi-
nance as an Adjunct Professor in the MBA 
Program at Drexel University. 

Mr. Speaker, Jonathan Saidel has long 
been recognized for his outstanding commu-

nity and civic involvement, and it is for these 
reasons that I ask that you and my other dis-
tinguished colleagues rise to honor him. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, on June 6, 2006 
I missed recorded votes. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall votes 226, 
225, 224, and 223. 
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TOM FOX, AN AMERICAN HERO 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2006 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Mr. Tom Fox, an 
American hero who tirelessly gave his life to 
help bring peace to Iraq but whose life was 
mercilessly taken from us at the hands of kill-
ers on March 9, 2006. I am here to com-
memorate the life of such a selfless and dedi-
cated individual. 

Mr. Fox was born in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee and graduated with a double degree in 
music performance and education from 
George Peabody College for Teachers, which 
is now part of Vanderbilt University, in Nash-
ville. An accomplished musician, he joined the 
Marine Band and spent twenty years playing 
his clarinet for them. 

His passion gradually shifted from music to-
ward peace activism and he joined the Quaker 
Church. His views on non-violent social activ-
ism strengthened his resolve to fight against 
the injustices in the world. In 2002, he joined 
the Christian Peacemakers Team and traveled 
to one of the most dangerous and violent 
parts of the world, Iraq. 

For two years, he devoted his time and en-
ergy to promoting peace and understanding 
between Christians and Muslims, Iraqis and 
Americans. In partnership with local Iraqi 
human-rights organizations, he committed 
himself to non-violent forms of intervention, 
such as accompanying young Iraqi refugee 
children to the Syrian border, and living in the 
same conditions as ordinary Iraqis in the 
downtown quarters of a Baghdad neighbor-
hood—without security or protection around 
his apartment dwelling. 

His dedication for helping others was always 
apparent in everything he did. A quiet, good- 
natured soul, he insisted on understanding the 
hearts and minds of every person he met, be-
lieving that ‘‘there is part of God in every per-
son’’. His complete faith in the goodness and 
humanity of others allowed him to stand 
through more violence and hatred than most 
of us will ever see in our lives. 
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